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The new GCSE course recognises the vital role geography has in the 21st 

Century by offering students a highly relevant and exciting programme of 

content.  Geography is studied in a balanced framework of physical and 

human themes, working at different scales in different environments 

including the UK, other economically advanced countries, newly 

industrialised economies and lower income countries. 

 

The course is split into three sections: 

 

 Unit 1 – The challenges of natural hazards, the living world, physical 

 landscapes in the UK. 

 

 Unit 2 – Urban issues and challenges, the changing economic world, 

 the challenges of resource management. 

 

 Unit 3 – Geographical Application, issue evaluation, fieldwork. 

 

As part of the course, you will take part in a two-day trip in the UK to 

investigate two different geographical issues.   
 

 

 

AQA Examination Board

Paper 1 
Living with the physical 

environment. 
1 hour 30 minutes 35% 

Paper 2 
Challenges in the human 

environment 
1 hour 30 minutes 35% 

Paper 3 Geographical applications 1 hour 15 minutes 30% 

 

 

Students with an inquisitive nature who are enthusiastic to learn more 

about the wider world and how we interact and depend on the 

environment around us. 

 



 

GEORGRAPHY DEPARTMENT: STATEMENT OF CURRICULUM INTENT 

INTENT 
 
Geography is a dynamic and forward thinking subject.  We study the human and physical world, outlining interactions and interdependence of the two.  It is important to us that 
students learn and understand the concept of sustainability as it becomes increasingly more important in our ever changing world.  Students develop skills that will support with 
future prospects, through problem solving, identifying trends and patterns and considering future implications of any action.  We study how the world has changed, developed, 
continues to develop and the hindrances to further progress; such as natural hazards, resource issues, climate and global economics.  The curriculum is designed to balance both 
human and physical Geography, while also considering how the two interact and impact on each other.  The most interesting and exciting part of the curriculum is building a 
wider understanding of how the world we live in works; opening a window to a wider view of the incredible large world that the students are yet to discover.  For us we aim to 
see the students engage with the content and take an active interest in this vast, deep and wide reaching subject. 

 

KS3 
 
We are committed to a three year KS3 curriculum which builds a strong foundation of both skills and knowledge for all students and prepares them for the transition to KS4.  Our 
curriculum is designed to allow all students to access higher level knowledge at GCSE.  We cover a wide range of content, designed to consider future issues as this sits at the 
heart of Geography.  We dive into issues of population changes, considering the global issue of over population and the national problem of a UK aging population; resource 
issues, the over use and need for alternative methods.  Threaded throughout are our core themes of sustainability, development, resource use, physical processes that shape the 
world and interdependence.  The curriculum will develop and test pupils’ ability to use maps, as well as a wide range of graphical presentation techniques, interpreting and 
manipulating of data to describe and explain patterns.  Year 7 begins with a look at the wider world as we investigate various fantastic places around the world, which we 
continue to do on the journey through Key Stage 3 taking in depth looks distinct locations around the world.  Topics are spread across the 3 years to allow students revisit 
content and build on prior knowledge to ensure knowledge is secure and that students can use skills confidently.  In Geography we have a natural lead into problem solving and 
decision making; most of the units have an area to make choices, through extended writing where students learn to evaluate, assess, decide, make argument for and against; this 
has been interweaved through the curriculum as decision making has become a major part of the KS4 specification. 

 

KS4 
 
At Key Stage 4, we study the AQA exam board, because the content is more relevant for our students in terms of knowledge and comprehension.  After carefully studying the 
different specifications available at KS4, AQA most closely fit our own vision of Geography and we have adjusted the KS3 to align closely with the core themes; sustainability, 
interdependence, development and human and physical process.  Year 10 and 11 build on the topics and skills of the KS3 studying 6 main subjects of ‘the Challenges of Natural 
Hazard’, the Living World’, ‘Physical landscapes in the UK’, ‘Urban Issues and Challenges’, the Changing Economic World’ and ‘Resource Management’.  There is another element 
of the specification where we study field work where we take 2 separate trips to investigate Geography outside of the classroom, examining both a physical and human 
environment, in preparation for an exam on field work. 
Through the KS4 we also develop and practice a range of graphical skills, interpretation and mathematics, to prepare students for the element of the exam of graphical skills.  
These skills have already been weaved into the KS3 to allow students to access the content at this level.  Through the 5 year journey we intend to provide all students with the 
opportunity to develop the skills and knowledge required to access and continue to learn Geography at Key Stage 5. As such, as a department we aim for students to be 
successful and achieve the highest possible outcomes at the end of KS4. 
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